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FACTSHEET

Cat welfare

Cats make wonderful pets — almost a third of Australian households have a pet

cat or cats, and most consider them as part of the family.

Pet cats are good for us too — as well as providing companionship, research
shows they help us to have better physical and mental health, and they make

us happy.

Tragically, in NSW every year thousands of cats are euthanased (killed) in

pounds and shelters because there are too many cats and not enough homes.

Undesexed cats, whether owned or not, contribute to the population of
homeless cats. Cats are very fertile — it has been estimated that one
undesexed female and one undesexed male cat and their offspring can result
in more than 400,000 cats in just seven years! Early-age desexing is essential
to containing the feline population and reducing the number of cats killed or

homeless.

Also contributing to pound and shelter populations are cats who are no longer
wanted, and cats whose owners can no longer care for them. Adopting a cat is
a big commitment — it means looking after them for the rest of their life, which

could be 15 to 20 years.

Before adopting a cat, make sure you understand what is involved in terms of

time, housing, cost (food, health care, vet bills) and your future plans. If you

want to travel, is a cat for you? Do you have permission to keep a cat where

you live? If you can’t make a lifetime commitment to a cat, you could volunteer
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at your local shelter or become a foster carer; that way you can still enjoy
some time with cats without the years of responsibility that cat ownership
entails. Cats are loving and intelligent creatures but they need a stable home,
companionship, understanding, good food and veterinary care in order to

ensure their welfare.

Cat Protection can help you to understand what’s involved in caring for a cat
and choosing a cat that’s right for you. All our cats and kittens have already
been desexed and vaccinated, are microchipped*, have been health-checked
by a vet, flea- and worm-treated and are litter trained. Most cats can live
happily indoors as long as you provide lots of toys and play time (and often
another cat as a playmate is a good idea). Sorry we don’t have any Mandarin
or Cantonese speakers on staff, but if you visit with a friend or relative who

speaks English, we’'d be glad to have them come with you to translate!

If you already have a cat, and would like to access our discounted desexing
programs, please ask an English-speaking friend or relative to phone our office

SO we can explain the services we offer.

There are many benefits to desexing. For maximum health and social benefits
all kittens should be desexed before they reach sexual maturity (which can be

as early as 3 months).

Early-age desexing prevents the development of unwanted behaviours such

as spraying, wandering and fighting. Desexing also reduces the risk of many

diseases in cats including cancer and Feline AIDS. The surgery is performed

by a vet while the cat is under general anaesthetic. After surgery, the vet will

keep the cat resting for a few hours and when they get home, your cat will

need to stay indoors and fairly quiet for a couple of days (kittens and male cats
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recover more quickly than adult females). After desexing, your cats should be
monitored by you for a few days to make sure they are eating, drinking and
toileting normally, and for female cats, that the incision scar is healing properly
and not swollen, weeping or bleeding. If you have any concerns, contact your

vet.

Desexing is good for your cat and good for feline welfare because your cat
won’t contribute to feline overpopulation. It’s also good for your wallet as there
is a significant discount for registering your cat when they’re desexed, and,

because your cat is less likely to wander and get into fights, lower vet bills!

Cats are wonderful, curious and intelligent animals. They have shared their
lives with people for more than 10,000 years and we can all work together to

help ensure their welfare and wellbeing.

*Microchipping and lifetime registration of pets are legal requirements in NSW. The
microchip is the size of a grain of rice and contains a bar code, the numbers on which
are on the Companion Animals Register. When your cat is registered by you, your
name and contact details are linked to this registration number, so if your cat ever
becomes lost, you can be reunited with your cat. When you adopt a cat, you will be
asked to sign a form with your contact details — a copy is given to you and a copy sent
to your local council, which will enter the details and send you a letter asking you to
register your cat. You then take the forms and pay a registration fee to the council to
register your cat. Remember, if you move house or change phone number, to contact
your council to update the details so you can always be reunited with your cat if they
become lost. A collar and tag is still a good idea as it makes it easier for a person who
finds your cat to get in touch with you directly. Details on the Companion Animals

Register are confidential and can only be accessed by authorised people.
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For information on discount desexing please phone Cat Protection on 9519
7201 Monday to Friday between 9am and 4pm. For more information on

adoptions, please review our website www.catprotection.org.au
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