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President’s Report

When we think of caring for cats, we tend to think of nutrition,
vaccinations, parasite control ... it's not often — and certainly not often
enough — that we think of legal planning.

While most of us would like to see our cats lovingly cared for in the
event we were unable to look after them, few of us put in place the
strategies to ensure that happens. It's one thing to make casual
remarks to a friend about looking after your cat, it's quite another to
make it happen.

When specialist lawyer Ruth Pollard spoke at our seminar “‘Who will
take care of my cat?’ in May this year, we had a full-house and ran over
time with questions. It's a complex and very personal subject. We're
delighted that Ruth agreed to write on this for Cat Affairs. It's a long
article — have patience — because you need to understand the detail if
you want the best chance of your wishes being honoured.

Ruth has carefully unravelled the ways in which wills, powers of
attorney and enduring guardianship appointments can all be used to
serve both your best interests and your cat’s.

Because the law regards pets as property, and because not everyone
has the same attitude to cats as we might, it can be difficult to legally
plan for your cats if you aren’t fully informed on the ways and means
by which you can make provisions for your much-loved pets. So many
thanks again to Ruth for her generous sharing of this knowledge with
our members.

At any given time there will be a cat in our care whose owner has
passed away or moved into permanent care and can no longer look
after them. It is a great privilege for us to help these cats heal from
their grief and find a new person to love. It is a responsibility we take
seriously and with sensitivity.

Members are advised that we are proposing a Special Resolution to
amend our constitution so that we can add a new service to our objects,
which is to provide temporary care for cats whose owners are in crisis.
This will provide a much-needed alternative to permanent surrender

of a cat for owners who can't afford to pay for private boarding but, for
example, have to go to hospital for a few weeks. If the changes to the
constitution are approved, we plan to provide this service, within the
limits of our resources.

The Cat Protection community is like a family who will step in to care
for a family member’s cat when help is needed. It's nice to know that

in a big, busy world that is sometimes harsh and unwelcoming, there is
kindness among strangers and care for cats. Thank you to all our Cat
Protection members and friends who make this possible.

Rhonda House
President
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Planning ahead for puss

By Ruth Pollard, Assistant Director Legal Services, Specialist Services, NSW Trustee & Guardian

Most of us remember the story of Puss-in-Boots. The
youngest son of a miller receives his inheritance — a
wily feline who insists on wearing boots. In a chain of
events, Puss pulls con-tricks on the king and in the end
helps his master win the hand of the princess, plus he
gets to live in a huge comfortable estate. Puss does
pretty well because the old miller had planned ahead.

Plan now

Australia has an ageing population with increasing
trends in dementia, stroke, and cancer. Coupled
with this is a widespread lack of knowledge about
preplanning documents. Governments, health
professionals and lawyers alike are worried about
the fact that so few of us bother to plan ahead: there
is a very low uptake of powers of attorney, enduring
guardianship appointments, and to a lesser extent,
wills.

When you die, your cat could do very well but it all
depends on you making plans now. Unless you have
a plan in place things could get very messy and
complicated, and both your family and your cat could
have a nasty and unexpected experience. Planning
ahead by making a will, power of attorney, an enduring
guardianship appointment and an advance care
directive is a very important step for everyone.

Wills

Awill is a very important legal document that allows
us to set out how and to whom we want our assets
distributed when we die. Even when you have a
valid will, it's important to review it every few years
and definitely when your circumstances change, for
example, both marriage and divorce affect a will.

The hallmarks of a valid will

It is important for a will to be properly drafted to ensure
that it is valid. The person making the will must have
testamentary capacity and the will must be properly
signed and witnessed. Testamentary capacity means
that the testator — that is, the person making the will:
+ understands the nature and effect of making a
will
+ understands the extent of the property they are
disposing of under the will (ie the value of their
estate) and
« understands that certain people can make a
claim on their estate if they are not properly provided
for in the will or under the laws of intestacy if there is
no will.
Section 6 of the Succession Act 2006 provides that a
will is not valid unless it is:
* in writing, and
+ signed by the testator, in the presence of two or
more witnesses who are not beneficiaries.
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Gifts can go astray

The legal rules relating to construction of wills must be
followed. For example, we might feel that we want to
leave gifts to a charity or non-government organisation.
Gifts to such groups can go astray if your will does

not cover contingencies, such as having additional
directions should the group or organisation not exist
when you die.

The basic technical point is the clauses for a gift
should be constructed so that the gift does not lapse
or adeem. Gifts should be either vested or contingent,
and if contingent then provision made if the gift fails to
ultimately vest. The perpetuities rule must be followed,
words of limitation should be noted, and consideration
should be given as to whether beneficiaries receive
their gifts as a class or the gift is given jointly, or
whether an accruer clause is to be used or, if not, then
proper substitutional provisions are made. This might
sound like gobbledegook but these legal terms have
been used deliberately to demonstrate that making a
will is not straightforward.

If a will fails to meet legal requirements it may be
invalid and — as will occur when a person fails to make
a will — their assets will be distributed according to the
intestacy laws.

Beware of will kits

Using a will kit or DIY-wills can be fraught with
problems. A common error is where the testator puts
the name of the beneficiary in the space provided for
the name of the executor and omits inserting details for
the beneficiary. In effect this means the whole estate
is left to nobody — it is the same result as not making a
will — the assets pass under the laws of intestacy.

What about the costs?

Making a will, power of attorney or enduring
guardianship appointment doesn't have to be
expensive. A will should be drawn up by a solicitor who
is experienced in will drafting, maybe an accredited
specialist in this area of law. The NSW Law Society
offers a referral service which will identify experienced
solicitors in your area. Don'’t be afraid to inquire about
costs.

For older people receiving the age pension or who
hold a Commonwealth seniors health card, the Legal
Pathways program offers low fixed fees for preparing
wills, powers of attorney and enduring guardianship
appointments. For more information contact COTA
NSW on (02) 9286 3860 or outside Sydney phone
1800 449 102.

Dying without a will (intestacy)

If a person does not make a will, when they die their
assets will be distributed according to the intestacy
laws set out in the Succession Act 2006 (NSW).The
intestacy laws do not include provisions for friends,
charities or pets.



In 2010 the NSW intestacy laws were changed and
the terms “domestic partner” (replacing the term “de
facto partner”) and “multiple spouses” were introduced.
A situation involving multiple spouses may emerge
where a married couple separate but not divorce and
then subsequently enter de facto relationship/s. For the
purposes of the intestacy laws, on death they are said
to have multiple spouses.

Spouse is defined as a married person, or a domestic
partner (a de facto partnership of at least two years or
one that has resulted in the birth of a child. A domestic
partner may be someone of the same or opposite sex).

‘Issue’ means all lineal descendants. If a person dies
leaving a spouse or multiple spouses but no issue, the
spouse/s inherit the whole intestate estate.
If a person dies intestate leaving a spouse or spouses
as well as any issue of one or more spouse/s, then the
spouse/s inherit the whole intestate estate.
However, if there are children of a relationship other
than the spouse/s, for example, issue of an ex-spouse
or ex-domestic partner, the estate is divided according
to a formula between the spouse/s and all the issue, as
follows:
A. One spouse receives or spouses share between
them:
+ alegacy of $350,000 as adjusted by the
Consumer Price Index in accordance with a set
formula
+ the intestate’s personal effects

» one-half of the remainder of the intestate’s
estate

B. All children, including those of the other
relationship, as well as children of the spouse/s,
receive the remaining part of the estate.

Where multiple spouses survive the intestate their
entitlement is shared:

« in accordance with a written agreement they
make between themselves or

+ in accordance with an order of the Supreme
Court or

+ equally between them.

Where the intestate leaves no spouse only issue, the
issue are entitled equally.

If the intestate dies without spouse/s or issue then the
distribution pattern is as follows:

* parents

+ siblings (if one or more of the siblings has died,
their share will pass to their issue)

» grandparents
¢ aunts and uncles

« first cousins, but not second or more distant
cousins.

How your puss could inherit boots

There are over 38 million pets of various species
throughout Australia: 63 per cent of Australian
households care for a pet and 91 per cent of
Australians say they feel very close to their pet. Many

consider their pets a beloved family member and some
think of them as their children.

Regrettably, many humans forget about their pets
when it comes to their own mortality. Making provision
for our pet requires thought, and it can be a little
complicated as animals do not have the same status in
the law as humans.

However, there are several things we can do to
ensure our pet is provided for after we die, basically
summarised as four options:

+ Atrust for the care and maintenance of your pet
* Alegacy program

« Alegacy to friend or family member with a non-
binding request they look after your pet

« Euthanasia.
Testamentary trusts

Under Australian law domestic pets are considered

to be personal property. This presents difficulties in
making them a beneficiary of a trust. It is an essential
ingredient of a trust that there is a beneficiary: that is,
the person who receives a benefit from the trust, who
can ensure the trustee carries out the terms of the trust
and, if the trustee fails to do so, the beneficiary can
take action against the trustee. An animal cannot do
this.

However, the law has allowed some leniency in the
application of the ‘beneficiary principle’ in relation to
trusts for the care and maintenance of animals. Over
the past 200 years, a number of such trusts have
been recognised as being valid by the courts provided
trustees are willing to carry out their obligations. It has
been said that a trust for the care and maintenance of
an animal is no more than a non-binding direction, a
request, made to the executor of the will.

The legal profession views these cases with caution
and solicitors may warn clients that they are unsafe to
rely on. However, if other options are not acceptable
and the establishment of a trust is what you want to
do, there are a few rules to follow and some basic
measures to consider.

« The duration of the trust must not breach what the
law refers to as the rule against perpetuities. In NSW,
this means that a trust for the care and maintenance of
a pet should be terminated within 80 years of the date
of the testator’s death. While most pets live for less
than 80 years, there are some birds and reptiles that
live for over 100 years

« Even though the law allows a trust for the
maintenance, care and support of a pet, the trustees
cannot be compelled to carry out its terms; they must
do so willingly. Therefore, you should discuss the trust
with the person you wish to appoint as executor and
trustee of your will, and make sure they are willing to
carry out its terms. If they are not, then you should
appoint someone who is.

It is also important to provide for a substitute trustee
in case the person you nominate dies before you do,
or they die during the term of the trust. If you don’t
provide a substitute, the trust may fall into the hands
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of someone who has no interest in upholding its terms.
This is where the appointment of a professional trustee
such as NSW Trustee and Guardian or other trustee
company may be appropriate. These organisations
have experience in dealing with these types of trusts
and are willing to ensure the terms are carried out,
provided a guardian is appointed to provide a home
and physical care of the pet. It is a good idea to leave
written details about your pet and veterinary documents
with your will so that your trustee has all the important
information about your pet’'s needs.

+ ltis very important to give careful consideration to
the appointment of the person or organisation who will
provide the physical care and maintenance of your pet.
Again, it is important to make provision for a substitute
carer in the event the first nomination is unable to care
for your pet. It is prudent to obtain the consent of those
people you wish to appoint as carers before you make
your will. Ensure you nominate people who will care for
your pets as you do.

* You need to ensure there will be sufficient assets
in the trust to last your pet'’s lifetime. Remember that
care costs will include veterinary bills, food or special
dietary needs, grooming, board, toys, any possible
travel expenses and special veterinary care if your pet
develops an iliness or age-related disorder.

If you are unsure of an amount of money to set aside for
the trust, talk to your vet or one of the animal charities.
The trustee will manage the trust assets and pay over
the income and/or capital of the trust to the carer who
provides the care needs of your pet. If the trust runs out
of funds, it will be up to the carer to decide whether or
not to continue caring for your pet at their own expense.
If there are funds left over in the trust when your pet
dies, your will should spell out where you want that
money to go, for example, to nominated persons or a
charity.

» Some people have been known to establish
testamentary trusts that provide the carer of the pet
with an interest in the deceased person’s home for the
life of the pet, as well as a fund for the pet's care and
maintenance. Such a trust must contain watertight
provisions concerning occupation of the premises;
whether or not it can be sold and another purchased

in its stead; who will pay for the maintenance of the
property and all outgoings; the care of your pet; and
provision that the carer take the pet to the vet for regular
check-ups, vaccinations, grooming etc and for the vet to
provide a report to the trustees so they can be certain
the pet is being cared for according to your wishes.
Legacy programs

A few animal charities operate legacy programs. Where
a legacy is provided these charities offer to either
rehome your pet or house your pet at a facility they
operate especially for the pets of people who have
passed away or are unable to care for their pet due to
age orillness.

It is recommended that you phone the charities and
make an appointment to visit the facilities to ensure your
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pet would be happy with the accommodation and what
assurances can be provided in relation to your pet's
lifetime care.

If you would like the charity to try to find a new home,
you must consider whether or not your pet could be
rehomed. Older animals are less likely to be rehomed.
While many pets recover from the grief of their carer’s
loss and enjoy the company of another person, there
are a few who might not make the adjustment.

It is important to give the charities caring for your pets
as large a legacy as possible to allow them to provide
proper and adequate care. It is always a good idea to
instruct your solicitor to link the legacy to the Consumer
Price Index.

Legacy to friends or family

If you have a trusted friend or family member who will
love and care for your pet in a way you approve of, this
option may work very well. A simple clause leaving your
pet and a sufficient legacy to the carer you nominate
will enable the carer to use the funds from the legacy for
your pet’s care and support.

Make sure you discuss the idea with the carer of your
choice to find out whether they are willing to accept
the responsibility. Also discuss with them the updating
of their own will to provide for your pet in case the pet
outlives them.

There are cases where people have been given a
legacy to care for a pet but euthanase the pet and
spend the money on themselves. So leaving a legacy
like this requires great trust on your part — reflect on
whether you really can trust the friend or family member
to carry out your wishes, remembering they won't be
legally obliged to do so.

Euthanasia

Although in the US there have been a number of cases
taken to court where the inclusion of a euthanasia
clause has been held invalid on the basis of cruelty and
against public policy, such clauses do not appear to
have been tested in the NSW Supreme Court.

There are people who would prefer their beloved pet

to be euthanased on their death. They do not wish the
animal to suffer the grief of separation, being unsuitably
rehomed, or ending up in a pound or shelter. There are
some pets who would not adapt to a new environment.

If you think euthanasia is the right choice it is still
important to discuss this with the nominated executor of
your will as that is the person who will have to arrange
for your pet to be euthanased when the time comes.
There are people, even though not animal lovers, who
would not wish to carry out such a direction.

Take time to consider which option best suits your pet.
Then see a professional to discuss the issues and have
your will professionally drafted to ensure it is valid and
will be carried out according fo your wishes.

Power of attorney

A power of attorney is a legal document which allows
the person making the power of attorney (‘the principal’)
to appoint another person (‘the attorney’) to take care of



their financial affairs should the need arise. The types
of matters usually managed under a power of attorney
are buying, selling, leasing and mortgaging real and
personal property; banking; buying and selling shares;
borrowing or lending money; taking or defending

legal proceedings in the principal’'s name; and signing
documents. A power of attorney may be ‘general’ or
‘enduring’.

A general power of attorney is useful for short term
appointments, for example, if the principal is going
overseas and needs someone to look after their
financial affairs or sign documents in their absence.

A general power of attorney terminates if the principal
loses mental capacity.

An enduring power of attorney will not cease to operate
if the principal loses mental capacity. In fact, the main
purpose of the enduring power of attorney is that it be
put into operation or continue in operation when the
principal becomes incapable of managing their financial
affairs. An enduring power of attorney is made as a
safeguard, just in case the principal suffers future mental
incapacity due to an unforeseen accident or dementia.
Due to the increasing lifespan of our population and the
number of people suffering age-related illnesses, the
enduring power of attorney is increasingly popular.

It is important to remember that any power of attorney
can be revoked at any time while the principal has
mental capacity. Both general and enduring powers of
attorney cease to operate on the principal’s death, at
which time, the will comes into effect.

It is very important to appoint an attorney who is
trustworthy and financially savvy. An attorney has a duty
to act in the principal’s best interests and must avoid
any conflict between the principal’s interests and their
own.

No matter what the circumstances it is always a good
idea to appoint a substitute attorney just in case the
first appointed attorney dies or is unable or unwilling to
accept the appointment. NSW Trustee and Guardian or
other trustee companies exist in perpetuity so they are
always around and this is why some people choose to
appoint them as the attorney.

If a person has not made a power of attorney and
they become incapable of managing their affairs, an
application for a Financial Management Order can be
made to the New South Wales Guardianship Tribunal
or Supreme Court Equity Division — Protective. In most
instances, the applicant is a family member, friend,
social worker or health care professional. A Financial
Management Order is the legal decision that appoints
the NSW Trustee and Guardian, or a private individual
under the directions and authority of the NSW Trustee
and Guardian, to manage the financial affairs of the
incapable person.

Enduring guardianship

An enduring guardian is chosen to make personal,
health and lifestyle decisions on behalf of their principal
when they are no longer capable of doing this for

themselves.

The appointment of an enduring guardian can be
done by filling in a “Form of Appointment of Enduring
Guardian”.

The sorts of decisions they can make include:

« where the principal will live, for example, whether
the principal is to go into a nursing home, and if so,
which nursing home

+ health care consultations and plans, for example,
GP, dentist, other health care professionals

« consent to medical or dental treatment on the
principal

+ the personal services the principal receives, for
example, meals on wheels or home care.

A guardian does not have to be given all these
functions: some can be deleted, or functions may

be added to the enduring guardianship form. For
example, if the principal doesn’t get on with certain
family members, the guardian can be given authority to
make decisions about the people the principal will have
contact with. The guardian can be given directions as
to how to exercise particular decision-making functions,
for example, the current GP is to continue to provide
medical services and no new GP is to be consulted.

The appointment of the enduring guardian takes effect
only if the principal loses capacity to make their own
personal, health or lifestyle decisions. The appointment
can be cancelled at any time provided the principal still
has capacity.

If the principal gets married, the appointment is
automatically cancelled (unless the person they marry is
the person who was appointed as guardian).

Making an enduring guardianship appointment is
important for people who don'’t have a strong network

of supportive family and friends. People may even

be unsure whether their family or friends would make
decisions about their health and lifestyle in the way they
would want them to. While for many people informal
arrangements are fine, for those who don'’t wish to leave
the decision-making to chance a formal appointment is
a good idea.

If a person has never had capacity or becomes
incapable and hasn’'t made an enduring guardianship
appointment, there are informal arrangements that may
suffice. For example, there might be family members
and friends who can make health and lifestyle decisions
on behalf of the person without capacity. Such informal
decisions can be made by what the law recognises as
a ‘person responsible’. A ‘person responsible’ is defined
as either:

+ the legally appointed guardian of the incapable
person or, if there is no guardian

+ their spouse or de facto spouse or same sex
partner, or if there is none

» their unpaid carer or, if there is no carer
- arelative or friend who has a close relationship
with the incapable person.
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Advance care directives

An advance health care directive is a document that
states a person’s wishes or directions regarding their
future health care and medical treatment if they lose
capacity. It generally applies to end of life care and
would include your instructions to doctors and health
care workers about treatments you would or would
not want in certain circumstances. It is not the same
as enduring guardianship but it can guide an enduring
guardian, family members and health care providers
about the person’s views on medical intervention and
treatment.

In NSW, advance care directives are binding and can be
relied on.

What happens to my pets before | die should
something happen and | can’t care for them?

The documents outlined above are mainly designed to
provide for our own personal care and the management
of our finances. However, | believe they can be a means
by which our pets are cared for also. If we appoint as
our guardian and attorney people who we trust and

who know how we would want our pets cared for, these
documents can help. Make specific mention of your cat
in your enduring guardianship appointment and power
of attorney document (or in a document which can be
annexed to these providing instructions to your guardian
and attorney). Set out how you want your money used
to provide for your pet and how you want your pet cared
for if you are not able to do so. Ensure your guardian
understands your pet is important to you, and that,
wherever possible your lifestyle accommodates your
pet. There is a lot of material about pets having positive
effects on people’s health and happiness, which makes
pets a lifestyle matter. Caring for a pet requires money,
and this is where an attorney will need directions in the
power of attorney document to ensure adequate funds
are made available for pet care.

What happens to your cat if you require supported-

care living and your pet cannot come with you? This

is something you should discuss with your appointed
attorney and guardian at the time you make the
appointment. Another option is to be in contact with an
animal charity before any of these things happen and
arrange with the charity that your attorney or guardian
can contact them if the unexpected happens and your
pets need care. You might also investigate whether there
are any care facilities in your area that would let you take
your pet.

Other important information

You should ask yourself: what would happen if | had an
unexpected accident, stroke or died suddenly? Would
anyone know | have a cat in my house in need of food,
water and attention?

It is important to inform family, friends, neighbours, and
even work colleagues what to do about your pet in case
of an emergency or should anything happen to you.

It may be up to one or several of these people to do
something while your attorney, guardian or executor or
trustee is contacted.
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The legal process of administering an estate can take
several months and your pet cannot be left without
care and support.

For the sake of your beloved pets, it's very important
to see a professional and plan ahead.

Ruth Pollard has worked at NSW Trustee and
Guardian as a solicitor for 24 years. Ruth studied
Animal Law in 2005 at the University of NSW, which
was the first law school in Australia to teach animal
law. She contributed to the Animal Law Guide NSW;
Law Society NSW Young Lawyers Animal Law
Committee and wrote for them, with the support of
the NSW Trustee and Guardian, the brochure “What
about me? Your pets and your will”. Ruth and her
husband live with seven cats and two dogs in what
they describe as ‘Noah'’s Ark Hofel".

Contacts & resources

NSW Trustee and Guardian www.tag.nsw.gov.au or
1300 364 103

Law Society of NSW www.lawsociety.com.au or 9926
0333

COTA NSW Pathways Project http://cotansw.com.au/
programs/legal-pathways-project/ or 9286 3860 or
outside Sydney 1800 449 102

For a factsheet on planning for your cat, please
visit Cat Protection’s website or phone our office on
9519 7201. For information about Cat Protection’s
legacy rehoming or bequest programs, please refer
to our website, phone our office, or email kristina@
catprotection.org.au

Rest assured: a legal guide to wills, estates and
funerals in New South Wales
www.legalanswers.sl.nsw.gov.au/guides/wills_estates/
index.html

What about me? Your pets and your will
www.tag.nsw.gov.au/pets-and-your-will.html

Molly’s owner had made arrangements with her
solicitor so that when she passed away, Cat
Protection would take Molly in. We found Molly a
quiet home with a lovely couple who wanted to help
Molly overcome her grief and be happy again.



CAT PROTECTION DIARY

Thank you volunteers

Cat Protection depends on the
efforts of our wonderful teams

of volunteers, whether they be
foster-caring in their own homes,
serving customers at our Op Shop,
providing pro bono professional
services or giving hands-on
assistance in the cattery with
cleaning and socialising. On
Saturday May 10, we enjoyed

a lovely afternoon of food and
drinks at our annual volunteers
appreciation party at the Warren
View Hotel in Enmore.

Recently one of our hardworking
volunteers, Marie Edwards, retired
and sent us this lovely photo

from her last day volunteering.
“Wendy has volunteered at Cat
Protection for quite a few years
and is a very loyal supporter of
the Society, while Vanessa is a
newer supporter and represents
the younger generation caring
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Kids and PETS

Raising a new
generation of
responsible

pet owners

is a whole of
community task
and as always,
we applaud
PETS magazine =77

for their fantastic publication.
Teaching kindness and respect for
animals is done with fun, fabulous
photos and great stories.

As a part of our mission in caring
for cats, we run a school holidays
program “Spend time with the

cool cats”. Sessions are free but
bookings are essential; full details
under the events section of our
website. The next programs will be
run on Wednesday 24 September
and Wednesday 1 October.

Our ‘Babies, children and cats’
factsheet is a helpful guide for
managing introductions between
pets and small children, and is
available on our website, and if
you have further questions, feel
free to call our office.
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Left to right: Vanessa, Marie and
Wendy.

for animals who need help. |
thoroughly enjoyed the experience
of being useful working in the
cattery and also having the
opportunity to engage with the
many beautiful cats and kittens,
socialising them for adoption.”
Thank you Marie and thank you
to all our generous hardworking
volunteers; you bring joy, hope
(and clean litter trays) to the lives
of thousands of cats. Purrs v

Coming events
Open Day — Safety First!

Op Shop
Our newly-
renovated
shop
continues to
shine with
treasures.
Whether
you're
shopping or
donating,
you’re
helping cats '
when you support our Op Shop.
We have some fabulous craft and
sewing items, lots of gorgeous
jewellery and an amazing
collection of men’s and women'’s
clothing and accessories.

For a copy of the donation policy
showing what we can sell please
check our website under ‘support
us’ ‘op shop’ or phone our office
on 9519 7201.

Saturday 8 November at Cat Protection

11am to 2pm

At our annual open day learn all about keeping your cat safe, inside
and outside the home. We're thrilled that animal behaviourist Dr

Jo Righetti will be presenting two talks for us on the day including
training basics for cats. As always, you can look forward to a fun
and informative day dedicated to our feline friends, and don't

forget to spend some time bargain hunting in our Op Shop, where
spending means saving ... cats and money!

Super Furry Festival

Saturday 25 October at Shannon Reserve

Crown Street, Surry Hills
11am to 4pm

A fun and furry day out — go to superfurryfestival.com.au for more
information. This is the first year for this event.

Cruelty Free Festival
Sunday 26 October at
Australian Technology Park

This is a favourite on the calendar and this year the venue has
moved from Belmore Park to the Exhibition Hall at ATP — fabulous
news as we won't be at the mercy of the weather! Head to
crueltyfreefestival.org.au for more information.

At nrantartinn cnriatu O



SCRATCHING POST

Jacob - the bearer of gifts

Jacob is an ordinary looking black
cat who is one of our family pets
but he is definitely not an ordinary
cat as we have discovered after
his leg was broken in five places
when he was hit by a car in 2012.
He was two years old at the time.

Our local vet suggested
amputation due to the serious
nature of the injury or perhaps to
take him to SASH at North Ryde.
We opted for the latter as we felt
we owed it to him to try to save
his leg. The hospital features
sometimes on the Bondi Vet TV
show and employs highly skilled
staff albeit with a somewhat higher
than your average vet price tag.
When it came to our beloved
Jacob, money was no barrier and
even though we had to dig into
our little nest egg to pay the bill

to have his leg repaired, which
totalled nearly $6,000, we were
grateful to have him put back
together.

Jacob was required to rehabilitate
for a total of 12 weeks at home
with a cage-like device attached to
his leg and steel pins to hold his
leg in place while it all healed.

AN \ARANAL FAatnRrntactinn Aara an

During this time he recovered
and was confined to one room to
restrict his movements. He was
spoilt with all manner of goodies
including steak cubes and BBQ
chicken to aid his recovery as
well as soft blankets and loads of
cuddles and encouraging words.

After four months he had
recovered and was able to resume
his life as a normal cat, climbing
over fences, running up trees

and leaping off objects. We did,
however, notice strange objects
appearing in our house, usually
overnight.

ltems of clothing were the first to
appear, including ladies and gents’
underwear, children’s pyjamas
and t-shirts. These were usually
left on the staircase and outside
our bedrooms in the hallway.
Other items were also deposited
including a leopard-print sleeve
from a lady’s dance costume, a
floppy sunhat, a child’s mouse toy
and a bird’s nest (minus the birds,
thankfully!) Some of the items can
be seen in the photo.

Flowers that were in season such
as hibiscus and camellias started

being deposited, often in a line
pattern, as a romantic partner
might sprinkle rose petals, and
leaves too. Strange noises akin to
a human rambling would be heard
in the middle of the night and
when turning the lights on to see
what it was, we caught Jacob in
the act, flower in mouth one night,
sock in mouth the next and so on.

We have returned many of the
items to neighbours but some
remain unclaimed including two
sets of matching gardening gloves.

Unfortunately, Jacob has never
found the neighbours with the bag
of $50 notes but he continues to
this day in 2014 bringing us gifts of
sorts and we believe he does this
to show his gratitude for the love
and care given to him during his
rehabilitation in 2012,

Yvonne

What an amazing story and what
an amazing cat! It does sound like
Jacob is trying in his own way to
help pay off his vet bills ... what a
honey!



SCRATCHING POST

Hi Cat Protection Society

We just want to say a massive
thank you for the way you took
care of Chi Chi before we adopted
her. She has fitted into our cosy
family so well it's as if she has
always been here.

She runs the show and has
become so confident that she is
making leaps and bounds beyond
her years. We have taught her

a few things she should and
shouldn’t do, and she knows when
feeding time is because she just
keeps meowing.

Her purr is like a motorboat and

it never stops, it's become her
nickname. She is definitely a nice
presence to come home to, which
makes us hurry home.

Hope you enjoy our photos
Bree, Keenan & Chi Chi

Hiya!

Timmy & Tammy here. We have
been living with papa Eric & daddy
Peter in our forever home for over
three years now. We get very
excited whenever they come home
from work. We love snuggling up
with them when they watch TV

on the couch, especially in cold
winter.

Papa Eric plays with us almost
every night to keep us fit and he
takes so many photos of us. Here
are just a few.

Bye for now! ©®

Chi Chi

Tammy and Timmy

Hello

Meet ‘Milo’ our 14 year old
cross between a Ragdoll and a
Siamese.

He is so intelligent, even to
changing the time for daylight
saving!!!!

Love

Esma

Hi all
| adopted Henry from you good
people almost a year ago now, and
| have to say he’s been a constant
delight; a treasured member of the
family.

He still unrolls the toilet paper
every morning, gives me little
kisses on the staircase when |
come home from the shops, and a
million other traits | hope he never
loses.

Thanks for introducing us!
Jonathan

ek awsskasasRa wanYoodics: M



SCRATCHING POST

Dear Nerida

| have attached a couple of
photos of our babes, Thommo and
Delilah, at home.

They have settled in so well,
almost immediately, and they
absolutely light up our lives!

| will send photos intermittently so
that you, and the other wonderful
workers at CPS, can see how
much joy you have brought to our
lives.

Warmest regards
Emily

Thommeo and Delilah

Dear Sabrina

I’'m enclosing some photos of
Tiggy. He is gorgeous and has
settled in well after checking out
every cupboard and drawer in
the house. Tiggy loves to have
a chat and a cuddle and is very
affectionate.

He is very curious about what is
going on outside, so we bought
him a harness and took him out
to our summer house, but after
having a good look around, he
wanted to come back inside. We
will try again in a few weeks time.
My husband and | want to thank
you and the other staff at Cat
Protection Society for all the love
and attention you gave to our
adoption of Tiggy.

Regards

Ros

AT R R I e B e

Fhommo and Deﬁ!éh

L\ fe..
Hello
Here are some pictures of Minty
and Theo. | adopted them nine
months ago and they are happy as
Larry and an important part of the
family.

Kind regards




SCRATCHING POST

Hi there

We adopted Blaze on 31 May this
year; he has been a wonderful
addition to our family. We've kept
his name as it suits his personality.
Our young boys love him and find
him as boundless in energy as
they are.

He has developed lots of favourite
spots from a sweet spot on the
lounge to the rose pot. Recently
he discovered a real tree to climb,
which seems to be as much fun as
climbing his indoor cat tree.

Many thanks to CPS for
introducing Blaze to us.

Samar

Hi

Just to give you a little update, we
adopted Noodles 18 months ago
from the Cat Protection Society
and can’t imagine life without him!
His favourite activities are sleeping

and playing fetch. His latest
activity is using our kitchen like his
own jungle gym.

Thank you so much for the
addition to our little family.

Katrina

rat nrotertinn snrcietv & 172
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IN MEMORIAM

This donation is in loving
memory of my companion of 18
years, Babe, a feisty female.
She shaped my days from being
the alarm clock in the morning
to the evening homecoming
greeting at the door. Her black
mascara outlined eyes, acute
hearing for the fridge door
opening or the gas fire being

lit and her constant chatting
meant she was part of my daily
routines. The absence of her
presence has changed home to
a hollow place. She is greatly
missed.

Louise

Olympia, Angel and Tippi

My donation is in loving memory
of Olympia, Angel and Tippi,
adored and adoring pets of my
sister Jan who gave them a
wonderful life with the best of
love and care always.

Olympia, a sweet and shy
tabby cat, passed away on 9
December 2013.

Angel, a gorgeous, adventurous
little dog, passed away 28
January 2014.

Tippi, a dear little tortoiseshell
cat, passed away 21 June 2014.

To farewell these three beautiful
pets in just over six months has
been a very sad and difficult
time for Jan.

These three little girls have left
us precious memories. They are
now at peace forever in God’s
loving care.

Wendy

WWAANA Fatnrntactinn AarA atni

In memory of Stanley, a proud,
strong-willed cat of great
character.

Poor Stanley was lying like this
on the footpath when he was
accidentally stepped on by a

large schoolboy playing football.

Stanley died on the way to the
vet.

Stuart

In memory of Mia, who is at
peace now, thanks to Paul and
his kind heart.

Eden, Wilberforce Vet Hospital

yl

Shady

Please accept this gift in
memory of my beautiful big
black boy, Shady, who passed
away in my arms at home on 29
April 2014 with the assistance of
his dedicated vet, Caryn Wun.

Shady was such a bright eyed,
fit, healthy cat, always up to
tricks, it is very difficult for me to
come to terms that | lost him to
lung cancer. He was so lively, |
thought he would have lived to
be a much older cat.

| describe Shady as “Mr
Personality”. He loved life, loved
the attention of people and most
of all his brother Prinny. He

was definitely a loveable rogue,
always making me laugh. He
had a beautiful black shiny coat
with a grey tummy and a very
fluffy tail he was so proud of.

| adopted Shady and Prinny
from Cat Protection after my
Sophia had passed away and
the boys’ previous owner had
passed away. They helped me
heal after the loss of Sophia
and | gave them lots of love
to help them settle in a new
environment.

My home is so quiet without
Shady. He certainly was the
boss.

Shady boy, you stole my heart
— now you have broken it. My
darling boy, | only had you for a
short time but you will never be
forgotten.

Gay and Prinny



IN MEMORIAM

Sweet Sunshine, the only boy
in the litter of four, you now
join Tuskany, your twin sister
hit by a car in her first year.
My heart weeps not only for
missing you, but because
you were such a joy to have
known. We miss your ‘now’
meow, when the food was
being prepared, your long,
warm body in winter and your
shell-like shape when you
curled.

With all our love

Leith, Tamara, Syzygy, Tabitha
& Tifany xxo0

In memory of Fuzzy,
Fluffy and Jessy whose
anniversaries were in July.

Margaret

In memory of my wife
Lieselotte, who died on

22 May in hospital.

| do miss her very much after
64 years of happy marriage.
She was 94. Our cat is
missing her also.

Eric

In memory of my beautiful Lucy

who died in May, aged 13 years.

She was a gentle loving girl
whose memory | will cherish
always. A stray who was my
constant companion.

Bronte Berry
23/2/1997 to 8/8/2014

My beautiful girl and constant
companion. Always a kitten.

Forever in my heart.

Sadly missed and much loved.

Jenny .
Bridget

Lucy Snowden

Cat Protection offers our
condolences to the family

and friends of Lucy Snowden,
a young Sydney University
student who was a great friend
to all animals.

Lucy is greatly missed. Many
people mourning Lucy chose to
remember her with donations
to Cat Protection.

It is our privilege to honour
Lucy’s life in our work caring
for cats.

In Memory of
Reilly 3/2/2001 to 10/7/2014
Bella 3/2/2001 to 12/7/2014

“Sisters and best friends
forever”

We miss you both already.
Samcat, Portia,Ollie, Beckham,

Tigger, Sophia, Tommy and your
human slave, Fred

CAT PROTECTION OPENING HOURS

Office and Adoptions:
Office:

Adoptions:

Op Shop:

103 Enmore Road, Newtown

9am to 4pm, Monday to Friday Tel: 9519 7201

11am to 2.30pm, Sunday to Friday; 10am to 3.30pm Saturday
also Thursday evenings 4.30pm to 6.30pm; Friday afternoons
3.30pm to 5pm Tel: 9557 4818

85 Enmore Road, Newtown Tel: 9516 2072
If closed, donations can be left at Cat Protection at 103 Enmore Road

cat nprotection societv 15



e

We understand
peace of mind comes from
' knowing he’s protected
inside and out

e
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Advocate is the only all-in-one that treats and protects against

lungworm in cats and eliminates infections after a single treatment. El‘e\zgrl?ﬁ?rtworm
Lungworm is difficult to diagnose but easy to cure - thanks to RS
Advocate, the most thorough parasite protection for your cat.'

THE ADVANTAGE FAMILY™

e | (J yocate A We understand each other™”

e

Visit theadvantagefamily.com.au/advocate for more information

Reference: 1. Cruthers LR, et al. New Developments in Parasite Protection. Proceedings from 2008 NAVC Conference, Supplement to Veterinary Forum Vol 25, No.3[BI, March 2008. © Bayer Australia
Ltd 2014. Advocate® is a reaistered trademark of The Advantaae Familv™ and We understand each other™ are reaistered trademarks of Bayer AG. Leverkusen. Germany. Bayer Australia Ltd



